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Section A Thissection requiresall candidatesto analyze a case study and
provide comprehensive responses to the associated questions. The case
study will test your ability to apply theoretical knowledge to practical
scenarios, critically evaluate information, and propose evidence-based
solutions. Carefully read the case study provided, ensuring you

under stand the context and key issues befor e answering the questions.
Each response should be structured, concise, and supported by relevant
concepts, examples, and/or references where applicable. Ensureclarity
and coherencein your answers, asthis section contributes 40% to your
total marks.

Question 1.

Navigating the Complex Landscape of Policy Making: An Interdisciplinary Exploration

Introduction

Policy making is a multifaceted process shaped by an intricate interplay of environmental
dynamics, key stakeholders, and the underlying rationale for policy formulation. The evolution of
public policy is driven by a complex array of factors, including geographical, demographic,
political, social, and economic structures. These factors not only generate demands for policy
action but also impose constraints on policymakers, requiring a nuanced understanding of the
motivations behind policy development. A comprehensive analysis of public policy necessitates
an interdisciplinary approach, integrating insights from various domains to unravel the
complexities that define contemporary governance.

Background

The study of public policy has transcended traditional state-centric perspectives, embracing a
broader global dimension. The post-Cold War era has seen an increasing convergence of policy
decisions that influence governance beyond national borders. Despite the enduring tension
between globalism and the realist perspective, which confines policy formulation to state actors,
the modern policy landscape underscores the interconnected nature of governance. This shift
necessitates a critical re-examination of the concept of ‘public,’ rooted in terms such as polis,

publicus, and populous, which highlight the collective and participatory dimensions of policy

making. Public policy is, therefore, not merely an internal state function but an integral component
of both domestic governance and international relations.

Environmental and Institutional Influences on Policy Making

The environment plays a fundamental role in shaping public policy by determining the nature of
policy demands and imposing structural limitations on decision-makers. Political institutions,
economic frameworks, and social structures collectively influence policy formulation, often
dictating the feasibility of  specific interventions.  Furthermore,  stakeholder
engagementa??including government agencies, civil society, the private sector, and international
organizationsd??adds an additional layer of complexity to the policy-making process. The
dynamic interplay between these actors and institutional structures underscores the need for a
holistic approach to governance that prioritizes inclusivity, transparency, and evidence-based
decision-making.

Challenges and Prospectsin Policy Formulation and I mplementation
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Despite advancements in policy analysis, significant challenges persist in ensuring effective policy
formulation and implementation. Bureaucratic inefficiencies, political interference, resource
constraints, and competing interests frequently hinder the successful execution of public policies.
Additionally, globalization and technological advancements have introduced new variables that
require adaptive governance frameworks. However, emerging opportunities, such as digita
governance, data-driven policy formulation, and enhanced public-private collaboration, provide
avenues for strengthening policy effectiveness. Addressing these challenges necessitates
institutional reforms, capacity building, and the integration of interdisciplinary perspectives to
enhance policy responsiveness and sustainability.

Conclusion

A rigorous exploration of policy making necessitates an interdisciplinary perspective that accounts
for environmental factors, institutional dynamics, and global influences. The evolving nature of
governance calls for a departure from rigid, state-centric frameworks toward more inclusive and
adaptive policy-making approaches. By fostering evidence-based decision-making and promoting
stakeholder engagement, policymakers and scholars can contribute to the development of robust
and sustainable policies. Thisinterdisciplinary inquiry serves as a foundation for advancing policy
research and enhancing governance structures, ultimately shaping more effective and responsive
policy outcomes.

Question One

1. (@) Criticaly examine the role of environmental factors in shaping public policy
formulation. How do geographical, political, and economic conditions influence policy
decisions? [8 Marks]

2. (b) Discuss the impact of globalization on contemporary policy making. To what extent has
the expansion of governance beyond state actors influenced domestic and international
policy decisions? [8 Marks]

3. (¢) Analyze the challenges associated with policy implementation. What strategies can be
adopted to overcome bureaucratic inefficiencies and political interference in governance? [8
Marks]

4. (d) Evauate the role of stakeholder engagement in the policy-making process. How can
inclusivity and public participation be strengthened to enhance policy effectiveness? [8
Marks|

5. (e) Assess the relevance of an interdisciplinary approach to public policy analysis. How can
integrating multiple perspectives contribute to more effective policy development and
implementation? [8 Marks]

Total Marks40

Section B This section contains a set of structured questions designed to
assess your under standing of key concepts and your ability to apply them
effectively. You arerequired to answer any three questions of your
choice, with each question carrying 20% of the total marks. Ensure your
responses are well-or ganized, clearly articulated, and demonstrate a
thorough under standing of the subject matter. Userelevant examples,
concepts, and referencesto support your answers. Your selection and
guality of responsesin this section will account for 60% of the total
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mar ks.

Question 1.

What are the differences between top-down and bottom-up approaches in public policy

implementation?

a. Discuss the advantages and disadvantages of a top-down approach. [10 Marks]

b. Analyze how bottom-up approaches can enhance policy outcomes at the local level. [10 Marks]
[20 MARK S]

Question 2:

How does policy agenda-setting influence public policy formulation?
a. Explain the factors that determine which issues are prioritized on the policy agenda. [10 M arks]
b. Assessthe role of public pressure and mediain setting the policy agenda. [10 M arks]

[20 MARK S]

Question 3:

(a) Assess the role of policy evaluation in ensuring the effectiveness of public policies. How do
governments measure the success of policies, and what methods are used to assess their impact?
[10 Marks]
(b) Discuss the challenges of formulating public policies in a multicultural and diverse society.
How can policymakers balance the needs of different demographic groups while ensuring fairness
and equity in policy decisions?[10 Marks]|

[20 MARK S]

Question 4:

(a) Critically assess the importance of stakeholder participation in the policy formulation process.
How does engaging citizens, civil society, and the private sector improve policy outcomes? [10
Marks]
(b) Examine the relationship between economic factors and public policy formulation. How do
economic conditions, such as inflation, unemployment, and GDP growth, influence the policy
decisions made by governments? [10 Marks]

[20 MARKS]

Question 5:

(@) Explain the key stages of the public policy formulation process. How do these stages
contribute to the development and implementation of effective policies? [10 Marks]

(b) Discuss the role of policy analysisin public policy formulation. How do policymakers use data
and research to guide decision-making in the policy process? [10 Marks]

[20 MARK S]

Question 6:

[.I.1.The Group Approach emphasizes the role of organized interest groups in shaping political
outcomes. Explore the key principles and assumptions of the Group Approach and evaluate its
strengths and limitations in explaining policy-making processes. Utilize case studies or examples
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to illustrate how interest groups influence decision-making in different political contexts.
[10 MARKS]

[1. Public Choice Theory applies economic principles to the study of political decision-making.
Discuss the core concepts of the Public Choice Approach and analyze how it contributes to our
understanding of government actions and policies. Provide examples to illustrate how Public
Choice Theory explains the behavior of political actors and the outcomes of public policies.

[10 MARK S|

[20
MARKS]
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